Mixed layer depths are presented for the mid-latitude North Atlantic obtained from BT (bathythermograph) measurements for a 40 degree longitude band starting at Africa and moving west along 30 N. During February, 1959, 250 BTs were made in this region and they all show a distinct mixed layer depth greater than or equal to 85 meters. By comparing this east/west vertical temperature section with two other BT sections, one along 16 N and the other along 40 N taken one year earlier, but also in the cooling season (October, November), it is proposed that there was a northward drift in the surface layer between 16 N and 40 N that was cooled from above. Such a wide poleward flow of warm water, outside the Gulf Stream, is suggested to be the analogue of the permanent wide warm current off California in the North Pacific studied in some detail earlier.
Introduction
This manuscript's title is taken from that of Section 141 in the classical book from the 1800s by Maury, which begins as follows [1] . "Let us return (Sec. 129) to this great expanse of warm water which, coming from the torrid zone on the southwestern side of the Atlantic, drifts along to the north on the outside of the Gulf Stream. Its velocity is slow, not sufficient to give it the name of current; it is a drift, or what the sailors call a 'set'. By the time this water reaches the parallel of 35 or 40 degrees it has parted with a good deal of its heat…" Maury's remarks, based on sea surface temperatures collected and charted under his supervision, are the beginnings of an idea that did not flourish. An attempt is made here to build upon the idea by describing and analyzing some supporting data from the 1900s of a type that was unavailable to Maury. In particular, his use of the term "volume" will be justified by means of a few sets of very many BT (bathythermograph) measurements, i.e. temperature versus depth curves from the surface down to a few hundred meters.
Although Maury was undoubtedly the first to describe a wide warm surface layer drifting poleward in any ocean, the North Atlantic in his case, since then they have been uncovered in other oceans as well, starting initially and independently in the North Pacific [2] and later in the South Pacific [3] . Surface temperatures were not included in Figure 1 because they showed no obvious correlation with the mixed layer depths. Perhaps a little more effort might yield an interesting result.
BT Data

Discussion
Unexplained is the variability in the depth of the mixed layer in Figure 1 
Conclusion
There is a large volume of warm water outside the Gulf Stream, and it drifts to 
